
 

 

WNYLRC 50th Anniversary Speaker Series Presents: 
The Burned Over District and the “Morgan Affair” 

 
Tuesday, June 14 from 6-8pm 

Richmond Memorial Library, Batavia 
19 Ross St, Batavia, NY 14020; (585) 343-9550 

 
 

Join us as we continue to celebrate 50 years of service to the library communities of 

western New York 

Light refreshment, collegial conversation, library tours and a special presentation…. 

Finney, Smith, Miller, Fox; Mormon, Oneida, Spiritualists, Shakerism; temperance, abolition, women’s rights 

and immigration. These are some of the terms and concepts that created a firestorm of evangelical fervor 

sweeping across the country in antebellum America…and western New York was considered to be the 

“flashpoint.” The Second Great Awakening of the mid-19th century was fueled by charismatic leaders of 

several religious revivals, many originating in western and central New York. The references to this area as 

the “burned over district,” came about as the religious movements burst onto the social scene until the next 

movement swept in and took its place in consuming the American moral conscience. 

Join us on Tuesday, June 14, 2016 from 6-8pm as we celebrate the 50th Anniversary of the Western New 

York Library Resources Council with a special reception and presentation at the Richmond Memorial Library 

in Batavia. Come and enjoy light refreshments, networking and conversation with colleagues and a chance 

to hear Patrick Weissend’s presentation on the Burned Over District. Political and religious fervor spread 

like wild fire throughout Western New York in the 1820s. Mr. Weissend will look at one of these events, the 

Kidnapping of William Morgan, and explain how a local incident took on national significance, which is still 

felt today.  

WNYLRC members encouraged to rsvp at: http://www.wnylrc.org/workshops/206 

 

Presenter: Patrick Weissend 

A lifelong history buff, Patrick Weissend served as Executive Director of the Holland Land Office Museum for over 11 

years. In this capacity, he extensively studied the region’s history. His area of expertise is the Settlement of Western New 
York.  Following his tenure at the Holland Land Office Museum, he became a banker and is currently Branch Manager / 
Vice President at the Tompkins Bank of Castile’s branch in Medina, Orleans County.  
 
His hobby is Presidential History and has traveled to presidential places throughout the United States. He maintains a 
website of his travels at www.patspresidentialplaces.com. 
 
Patrick is actively involved in his community. He is the treasurer for the United Way of Orleans County, serves as 
secretary for the Medina Business Association, is President of the Kiwanis Club of Pembroke – Corfu – Darien, is Vice-

President of the Genesee County Baseball Club and a member of Shelridge Country Club. Patrick has an associate’s degree in Accounting from 
Finger Lakes Community College, a bachelor’s degree in History from the State University of New York at Brockport and is a graduate of Leadership 
Genesee. He lives in the Town of Pembroke with his wife, Peggy. Their child is a nursing student.  

http://www.wnylrc.org/workshops/206
http://www.patspresidentialplaces.com/

